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PLAGUE-SPOTS  OF LUCKNOW
An English friend writes to me at Lucknow:
" I am just writing to ask you to write a word before you go
to some one in authority among your supporters here in regard to
the brothels in Lucknow. I was talking to the military police this
morning in Aminabad, and it seems that there are some fifty of
these places hi that locality frequented by soldiers (some of whom
have been courtmartialled as it is out of bounds), Europeans and
Anglo-Indians. He did not say anything about Indians, but I heard
the other day that they also go to these women. A word from you
as to this debasing of manhood and lack of self-control would do
more than anything else to counteract this evil. I will pledge
myself to do all I can to help in the matter,"
I wish I could share the English friend's belief that my
word has the power he attributes to it. As I write this
paragraph, the picture of the dear sisters who visited me
at Cocanada after nightfall haunts me. They were dearer
to me after I learnt of their shame. It was only by
suggestion they could tell me what their life was. As the
spokeswoman spoke to me, she had shame and sorrow
written in her eyes. I could not bring myself to hold them
guilty.   I devoted my speech after this meeting to the
necessity of personal purity. My heart, therefore, goes out
to the fallen sisters of Lucknow. They are driven to a life
of shame. I am satisfied that they do not go to it from
choice.   And the beast in man has made the detestable
crime a lucrative profession. Lucknow is noted for its love
of ease. But Lucknow is also the seat of a Mussalman
divine. It has its full share of all that is noble in Islam.
For the Hindus Lucknow is the capital of the province
where spotless Sita and Rama roamed and reigned. It
recalls the best days of Hindu purity, nobility, bravery and
steadfastness to truth. Non-co-operation is self-purification,
and I urge all the non-co-operators and others to deal with
this moral plague of Lucknow.  I hope no custodian of
Lucknow's good name will remind me that Lucknow is no
worse than the other cities in India. Lucknow has come in
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